YOUR POCKET-SIZED MOVIE AWARDS SPEECH

Wow. | didn't see that one coming. A movie
award in animation category? | should’ve planned
a speech or something. | guess I'd first like to
thank my HP Workstation (point to it). Yeah,
I'm talking to you, buddy! You know how some
people just know exactly what you're thinking?
That's this guy. He’s got that little Intel® chip in
him and, well, we just do great work together.
Like yin and yang, man. | think somebody
deserves a thorough dusting! That's right, bud,
you've earned it! Thank you, everyone!




Solomon Grundy




Meanwhile, at Vancouver Film School (VFS), Mark Shirra
was thinking a lot about finishing, too. Not surprisingly the
filmmaker who titled his work A Great Big Robot From Outer
Space Ate My Homework initially envisioned a longer and
more complex piece than the one he made. His VFS mentors
were there to help him make peace with production realities
while maintaining his creative vision. Under their watchful
eye Shirra honed performances, made jokes funnier, and
eventually accepted the painful realization that plagues every
animator sooner or later—several seconds of terrific work
would just have to be cut for the good of the piece. “Days
of work, thrown away,” Shirra moans dramatically.

Over the course of his VFS program, Shirra and his fellow
students were immersed in a 24/7 environment, sharing the
Intel-based HP workstations in the wee hours of the morn-
ing, comparing notes and supporting each other’s festival
ambitions, straining toward a common goal: “Getting their
render to Bertha,” says Project Mentor Larry Bafia, referring
to the capacious HP renderdrive where the animators’ films
become a finished reality.

“We toured the Disney facility while they were working on
Chicken Little, and they had essentially the same gear,”
says Shirra, who in October joins the elite layout team in
Pixar’s short film division. There he will pursue his professed
fascination with the “big picture,” using the fluency in 2D
and 3D he developed at VFS and the hard-won tricks of
time management and flexibility he learned while speeding
toward SIGGRAPH.

Students at work -

on Intel-based HP
workstations at
Savannah College of
Art and Design, which
also maintains a large
HP renderfarm. Below:
students at Vancouver
Film School work on
some of the school’s
90 Intel-based HP
workstations.

Filmmaker Mark Shirra created A

Great Big Robot From Outer Space
Ate My Homework in Softimage XSI
4.2 on Intel-based HP workstations
and rendered in Mental Ray.
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Congratulations to the Computer Animation Festival
artists, many who create on Intel-based HP workstations

458nm (Special Jury Honors)
(Germany)

Directors: Jan Bitzer, llija
Brunck, Tom Weber
Filmakademie Baden-
Wiurttemberg

Aal im Schéadel (Germany)
Director: Martin Rahmlow
Institute of Animation,
Filmakademie Baden-
Wiurttemberg

The Aeronaut (USA)
Director: Nicholas Lombardo
Ringling School of Art and
Design

A Great Big Robot From Outer
Space Ate My Homework
(Canada)

Director: Mark Shirra
Vancouver Film School

CAPs (Germany)

Directors: Moritz Mayerhofer,
Jan Locher

Institute of Animation,
Filmakademie Baden-
Wiurttemberg

Color Dream No. 246 (USA)
Director: Michael Theodore
University of Colorado

Doll Face (USA)
Director: Andrew Huang

The Fly (USA)

Director: HanJin Song
Ringling School of Art and
Design

Foster’s Australia “Big Ad”
(Australia)

Director: Paul Middleditch
Animal Logic

ILM 2006 (USA)
Director: Brent Bowers
Industrial Light & Magic

King Kong (New Zealand)
Director: Joe Letteri
Weta Digital Ltd

King Kong: “In a New York
Minute” (New Zealand)
Director: R. Christopher White
Weta Digital Ltd

Kuhfo (Germany)
Directors: Hannes Appell,
Holger Wenzl

Memorial (USA)

Directors: Matt Clausen, Jon
Gutman

University of Southern California

Monster House: There Goes
the Neighborhood (USA)
Director: Jay Redd

Sony Pictures Imageworks

My Date From Hell (Germany)
Directors: Tim Weimann,
Tom Bracht

Institute of Animation,
Filmakademie Baden-
Wiirttemberg

Multi-Layered Cloth Simulation
(USA)

Director: Anthony LaMolinara
Walt Disney Animation

One Man Band (USA)
Directors: Mark Andrews,
Andrew Jimenez

Pixar Animation Studios

“Open Season”: Separating the
Trees From the Forest (USA)
Director: Doug Ikeler

Sony Pictures Imageworks

Racing Beats (Germany)
Directors: Alexander Kiesl,
Steffen Hacker

Institute of Animation,
Filmakademie Baden-
Wiirttemberg

Real Birds Don’t Barf (Germany)
Director: Bernhard Haux
Filmakademie Baden-
Wirttemberg

Relighting Human Locomotion
(USA)

Director: Paul Debevec
University of Southern
Callifornia Centers for Creative
Technologies

Solomon Grundy (USA)
Directors: Ken Seward,
Chris Myers

Savannah College of Art and
Design

Toohey’s “War of the
Appliances” (Australia)
Director: Graeme Burfoot
Animal Logic

Treibgut (Germany)
Director: Ruediger
Kaltenhaeuser
Institute of Animation,
Filmakademie Baden-
Wirttemberg

Wojna (Germany)

Director: Agnieszka Kruczek
Institute of Animation,
Filmakademie Baden-
Wirttemberg




